Posner, a second generation San Franciscan who went to the University of 
California at Berkeley and Hastings law school, is a former Wall Street 
litigator who gave up the law when he got hooked on writing nonfiction. His 
first book in 1986 was about Josef Mengele. the Nazi fiend whose medical 
experiments on Jews in World War II earned him the name "Angel of Death." 

A small, precise man with a neat mustache and a direct manner, Posner was 
unintimidated by the wealth of data, starting with the volumes of the Warren 
Commission, about the assassination and the later murder of Oswald by nightclub 
owner Jack Ruby in the basement of the Dallas police department. 


Bru . Aniother general shout! 

I do believe that these applauses are 

For some new honours that are heap'd on Caesar, 

Cas . Why, man, he doth bestride the narrow world 
Like. a Colussus; and we petty men 
Walk underhis huge legs, and peep about 
To find ourselves dishonourable graves. 

Men at some time are masters of their fates: 

Thwe fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars, 

But in ourselves, that we are underlings. 

Brutus and Caesar: what should be in that 'Caesar'? 

Why should that name be sounded more than yours? 

Write them together, yours is as fair a name; 

Sound them, it doth become the mouth as well; 

Weight them, it is as heavy; conjure with ;em 
'Brutus" will start a spirit as soon as 'Caesar'. 

Now, in the names of all the gods at once, 

Upon what meath doth this our Caesar feed, 

That he is grown so great? Age, thou art shamed! 

Rome, thou hast lost- the breed of noble bloods? 

When went there by an age, since the grteat flood, 

But it was famed with more than with one man? 

When could they say, till now, that talk'd of Rome, 

That her wide walks encompass'd but one man? 

Now is it Rome indeed and room enough, 

When thee is in it but one only man/ 

0! you and I have heard our fathers say, 

©here was a Brutus once that would have brook'd 
The eternal devil to keep his state in Rome, 

As easily as a king. 

— Dialogue between Cassius and Brutus 
JULIUS CAESAR, Act L, Scene 2 
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Sylvia Meagher’s Accessories After the Fact.* 0 Meagher probably 


knew the twenty-six volumes of the Warren Commission hear- 
ings and exhibits better than any other critic: A year earlier, she 
had published an index to all twenty-six volumes. It was received 
as an important contribution for research since the volumes origi- 
nally had only a name index, making' it almost impossible to work 
\ effectively with the more than Ltnillion— plus words. Her book 
\ concentrated on any testimony or exhibits that raised doubts..^ 
\ about the final report. Meagh'er was a committed leftist, and her 
politics are clear throughout the book. She admitted that when 
JFK’s death was announced, and before Oswald was arrested, 
she 'derisively told her workers, “Don’t worry . . . you’ll see, it 
was a Communist wh/did it.” When Oswald was taken into cus- 
tody andyshe heard .<5f his pro-Castro activities and his Russian 
wife, she knew he was "framed.” In Accessories, she charged that 
large numbers ofjiie Dallas police were members of "right-wing 
extremist organizations,” and spoke derisively of the forces 
behind the as^gsination, including “American Nazi thugs.” 41 
Meagher fueled the speculation about Penn Jones’s list of mys- 
tery deaths ‘by stating “the witnesses appear to be dying like 
flies.” Her ihvective ablaut the Commission was as harsh as that 
of anyone .Since Lane s Rush to Judgment. 

Subsequent events, howler, had significant impact on the de- 


•Because it 1 b the only index of Ha kind, Meagher's has been used exten- 
sively, even by the House Select Committee in its reinvestigation. However, 
the author, in reading the twenty-six volumes, made a new card index and 
compared it to Meagher's publication. Hhr subject index reflects her bias 
that Oswald was innocent. For instance, un^er her listing for Oswald’s po- 
tential for violence, Meagher does not find a reference until Volume II, and 
lists a total of only twenty-three incidents in th&, volumes that relate to that 
subject. The author, however, discovered the first'supporting reference was 
in the first volume, and there were more than fifty ’citations just in the fif- 
teen volumes of testimony. There are quite a few other examples in which 
Meagher’s index underplayB evidence that incriminates Oswald but meticu- 
lously lists references that tend to exonerate him or raise doubts. That preju- 
dice is critical since the index was marketed as a scholarly undertaking and 
is universally used by researchers. It means those who use the index are 
following each other in making the same mistakes and unwittingly ignoring 
evidence that buttresses the Commission's conclusions. 
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